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It is my privilege tonight to introduce Gladys Miller-Rosenstein, a woman whose life’s work stands as a beacon of compassion, justice, and commitment to community. We gather not only to celebrate our mission but also to honor a woman whose work has deeply impacted many lives and to present her with the 2025 Northern New Jersey Sanctuary Coalition’s “Welcoming the Stranger” award.
The “Welcoming the Stranger” Award is given specifically for the recipient’s work assisting immigrants and Gladys Miller-Rosenstein richly deserves it on that basis.  However, more broadly, we honor Gladys’s lifetime of work, a lifetime defined by giving voice to those unheard, extending welcome to those in need, and strengthening communities through action and solidarity.
Gladys Miller-Rosenstein was an equal partner of the duo known as Perry and Gladys that established the Puffin Foundation and the Puffin Cultural Forum. Perry Rosenstein formulated the non-profit organization’s structure, while Gladys has contributed the content. She earned her master’s degree in education from New York University and taught for twenty-five years in New York City and Rockland County public schools. She brought this experience to The Puffin Foundation, a Teaneck-based institution which has been  dedicated for almost thirty years to supporting the arts, amplifying voices of social conscience, and empowering those too often excluded from cultural expression. The Foundation’s work has enriched lives across generations, reminding us that the pursuit of justice must also include the nurturing of creativity and the celebration of diversity.
This award recognizes not only Gladys’s achievements, but also her vision: that social change is built on compassion, persistence, and the courage to act. Her example inspires us all to continue our work with renewed dedication.
We cannot honor the contribution of Perry in person as he died during the Covid pandemic. So, with this award, we are very pleased to honor Gladys Miller-Rosenstein, and to remember and honor Perry Rosenstein, as well as to recognize the invaluable ongoing work of The Puffin Foundation that they created.
Please join me in extending our deepest appreciation and congratulations to Gladys Miller-Rosenstein for her support of immigrants and her lifelong commitment to justice, community, and the transformative power of human kindness.
I will now turn the mic over to Neal Rosenstein, President of The Puffin Foundation.




